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‘ORMSKIRK TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANKl
HEAD OFFICE- 9 Derby Siree!, Ormskirk. MAGHULL BRANCH- 2/3 Ceniral Square,

1 Savmgs Accounts 31 (Interest Tax Free on Deposits of £600) ‘

Investment Accounts ¢ (6% One Month’s Notice — 74% Three Month’s Notice)

Cheque Book Accounts ‘
| FOR A HELPFUL PERSONAL SAVINGS SERVICE

FOR ENGINE OVERHAULS
OILS, GREASES, TYRES
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE |
' HIGH PRESSURE GREASING ’
Consult

F. SNAPE LTD.

CENTRAL GARAGE, HALSALL )
i BODY REPAIRS & RESPRAYING Phone. HALSALL 229

WHITELEY’S |

THE CLEANERS, OF BIRKDALE
. & T. Whiteley 14d )

127 BEDFORD ROAD 3 BIRKDALE
LAUNDERERS and DRY CLEANERS )
Carpet and Upbolstery Cleaning Specialists
' Collectsons and Delsverses im all districis

"Phone SOUTHPORT 67037 or send Post Card for ouy
Kepresentative to call
Sowthport Branch: 21 Bold Street, Phone: Southport 56774

Mechanical and Electrical Repairs
J. F. DUDLEY & SON CP!OLERT,ON
“ ROOTES AGENCY THE B.EoS.T MAN
SALES AND SERVICE . -
GREGORY GARAGE, Akl WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHS
60 WALLGATE 166 DUKE STREET
Phone HALSALL 2383 WIGAN ST. HELENS
Turming, Welding, Brazing, Accumuiators charged, Phone 42370 Phone 23636

Spares. Accessories, Radio.

JOHN H. WEATHERBY (Memoriais) LTD,

MONUMENTAL MASONS

69 TULKETH ST., SOUTHPORT & 486 LIVERPOOL RD.

Telephones: 3022, 77825 (Next to Birkdale Cemetery)
Memorials in Granite and Stone Inscriptions neatly engraved Renovations




Christmas at St. Cuthbert’'s

SUNDAY, 12th DECEMBER

2.30 p.m.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE.

Taken by our scholars from the day school.
SUNDAY, 19th DECEMBER

3.00 pm.

6.30 p.m.

MASONIC CAROL SERVICE.

You are all invited.
THE PARISH CAROL SERVICE.

MONDAY, 21st DECEMBER
St. Thomas’ Day

7.00 a.m.

HOLY COMMUNION.

FRIDAY, 24th DECEMBER
Christmas Eve

11.30 pm.

THE CHRISTMAS EUCHARIST.

SATURDAY, 25th DECEMBER

8.00 a.m.

10.30 a.m.
COMMUNION.

HOLY COMMUNION.
SHORT CHRISTMAS SERVICE WITH HOLY

SUNDAY, 26th DECEMBER
No celebration of Holy Communion at 8 a.m.

10.30 a.m.
4.00 p.m. EVENSONG.

SUNG EUCHARIST.

No Service at 6.30 p.m.

The Rectory,
Halsall.
My Dear Friends,

Every day we kneel and pray “thy Kingdom
come™; What do we mean? Sunday by Sunday we
stand up in Church and say “I beliecve . . . . He
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.” Again,
what do we mean? Is it a fact that if some carping
critic were to ask us we should feel stuck? I know
what we could mean . . . . “Thy kingdom come.”

First, then, we could mean that we want Jesus
to be King in our own life, and in the lives of
others whom we contact. When we think about it,
we realise that it is not enough 1o come to God with
our blunders and our sins and ask to be forgiven.
He will forgive us, He will “save to the uttermost.”
We know that: we have proved it, But there is more

beyond. Accepting forgiveness is not enough. There
must be loyal service as well. Jesus has a right to
say to us, “Now that I have given you vour free-
dom, I want also to be your King. I want my King-
dom to come in vour life.”

That wouid mean., among other things, we
would fight on his side against all selfishness,
whether it be in our own life—personal sclfishness

or social and national sclfishness.

It means bringing cur own life under Christ'’s
rule, and working to bring all life under His rule
too. As King, He has the right to command; we
have the duty to obey.

It means that our time, our money, our powers
are all under His rule, His direction, Then His King-
dom has come in our life,




But “Thy Kingdom™ has a still wider signifi-
cance. Christ spoke of the Kingdom coming “upon
carth” He said, “Look at the farmer sowing his
seed. It grows secretly. One day, before you realise
it, vou will see the green shoots appear, and by and
by the golden harvest.” And He added, “The King-
dom is like that.” And in that sense, if we have eyes
to see, the Kingdom is coming ¢ven now upon
carth: the age-long prayver is being answered in the
world around us.

In spite of the thorns of war, and the threat of
war; in spite of the widespread neglect of God, and
of the infidel taunt that keeps on asking, “"Where is
the promise of His coming? for all things continue
as they were from the beginning,” In spite of living
in an age ol revelutions, of hurry which cannot
wait til] the seed has taken root downwards and
bears fruit upwards, In spite of an age that has
made a “god™ of speed; supersonic speed: jet planes
and atomic bombs.

But the Kingdom does not come that way, We
forget that from the beginning Ged waited with
long patience: long wvears and  centuries, Then,
“when the fulness of the time had come. God sent
forth His Son.” That was the first coming, All
down the years the prophels and saints of old had
been watching and waiting lor that coming, and
when He came many of them did not recognise
Him, and did not realise that the Kingdom was
among them.

In our country, we have wilnessed over many
years pasl, the growing awakening of the Social
Conscience. But that Social Conscience is nothing
¢lse but the working out of the Gospel of Christ:
working quietly, secretly, unnoticed, like leaven in
dough, but all the time permeating the thought and
conduct of individuals and governments, Take a
long look back, say fifty years, and the change
becomes evident, We may be impatient because the
coming is so slow, but the fact ¢f growth is incon-
trovertible. The Kingdom is coming —not only here,
but surely in many parts of the world.

But when we pray “Thy Kingdom come,” we
mean more than all this; more than the coming of
Christ into our own life as our Saviour and our
King: more than the spread of the Gospel in all
lands. Think of all the “native™ Bishops at the Lam-
beth Conference, for example—converts from all
the great non-Christian faiths, from Islam  and
Hinduism in India, from Paganism in Africa, from
Confucianism in Japan., Yes, the Gospel is spread-
ing, the Kingdom is coming “in the carth.,” And
wherever the Kingdom comes, conditions begin (o
change.

But more than all that; more than the change
in social conditions everywhere. When we say “He
shall come again to judge the quick and the dead.”
we are stating our faith that onc day Jesus our Lord

will come again in His cwn person; that He will
come, not in humility as when He was born in the
stable at Bethichem: but that He will come “in
power and in great glory:” He will come as King
of Kings and as Judge of the whole earth. “This
same Jesus shall come again.”

Sometimes we say, “If only we knew just when
He would come!™ We do not know, Not even the
angels in heaven, But we have the sure promise that
the Lord is not slack about keeping His word. He
is giving lime for repentance. And what we do
know is that “The Duay of the Lord will come us a
thief,” —unexpectedly: und that we hawve a responsi-
bility to be “locking for and hasting. carnestly
desiring, the coming of that day.” And we know
that it will usher in “a new heaven and a new carth
wherein dwelleth righteousness;™ and that our life
and conduct and character ought to be such that at
His Coming "“we may be found in peace. without
spot, and blameless.™

Which, T suppose. means we shall not only
pray for the coming of the King, but we shull pre-
pare ourselves to be ready for His coming.

What then are we preparing for in December
19717 To some people, Christmas is an old, hack-
neved, even dreaded routine. The carols are all too
familiar, so are the Christmas dishes and we rack
our brains to try to think of an original present!
None of this., of course, has anything to do with
Advent, ic. with the coming of Him in whose
honour these elaborate celebrations are supposed to
be made,

If we are tired of Christmas, let us think of
Christ for a change. Then we shall be expecting not
a jollification that is quickly over, but a Person
who comes to stay with us and transform us. This
year, it may be that we look for Him to claim us
more perfectly in heart and mind than we have
cver known before (even if we have borne the
name of Christian for a long time) or it may be
that we pray “Thy Kingdom come™ with fresh
urgency and look for Him to claim our world which
is His by right but is spoiled and alienated in a
thousand ways.

Whichever it may be —and it could be both:
the four weeks of Advent set us in the right posture
for God's people, namely that of eager expectation.
Almost the oldest Christian prayer consists of two
Aramaic words “Marana tha”—"Our Lord. come!™
It is still one of the best prayers we can use today.

Will you help Him to “come” by joining with
us in the Christmas Eucharist at [1.30pm. on
Christmas Ewe?

God Bless you and your homes this Christmas.

Your sincere friend,

Herbert Bullough.



CHRISTMAS VACATION

Christmas is the time of family re-union. Child-
ren come home from far distant schools; sons and
daughters from universities and other places. We
lzok  forward with anticipation and pleasure te
these re-gatherings! Even so, delightful as these re-
unions may be, they require a great deal of re-
adjustment on the part of those of us who remain
at home —and a certain amount of tolerance. The
presence of young and energetic people in the house
presents a challenge to parents after a lapse of 2
couple of months or so of domestic peace and
quict, Mind you, it is all to the good! Onc can get
too settled—too much in a groove! I have noticed
how many of my male friends alter their habits at
this time of the year. They arc punclual for meals,
and they are more tied to the house. One or two
who normally assume an attitude of fine bravado
towards domestic arrangements are now seen 1o
retire sheepishly from company at unwonted times.
They become positively virtuous! Unfortunately, as
the holidays draw 1o a close, old habits re-assert
themselves, and these paragons of December 20th
become their old selves by January 10th!

CAN GOD BE?

Whether we like it or not we have entered
on a new cra—an age where nothing is accepted on
trust, where nothing is sacred or sacrosanct. All
things must be scrutinised, questioned. doubted,
analysed, tried in the fires. This process is being
applied to the meaning of marriage, of home life,
of education, to the meaning of all sorts and forms
and structures which have made up human exis-
tence in the past, And it is being fervently applied
to the Christian Faith.

It must be admitted religion has in the past
lived and supported itself very greatly on the authe-
rity of the Church, on the authority of the Bible,
on the authority of the ministry. Alongside all these
there is the authority of the Praver Book, the
XXXIX Articles, the Creeds and these things have
been the essence of people’s religion- and that has
been greatly if not completely a mental acceptance
rather than a spiritual experience. Yet it is not real
religion, true faith, the discovery within every man
of his spirituality and the spirituality which is in
the world.

Religion has been much too concerned with
structures and forms and obediences and too little
with inward spiritual searchings of the Epistle to
the Hebrews clear definition—"Faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen.”

Many good Christian people are rightly and
naturally sensitive when current modes of thought
and examination are applied to the Faith, They sce
it as sacrilege, profane, anti-religious, yet once past
the original distaste should we be offended? An
honest man can stand investigation, Tt is the bogus
who fears careful scrutiny.

There are three great pillars 1egarding Christian
beliel. There 1s the pillar of wvalidity. Few people
when they are utierly and cempletely honest are con.
tent with the view that human life has really no
other mean'ng than living: that the world, progress,
aspiration, endeavour are nought else but a crazi-
ness, without rayme, meaning, purpose, significance.

There is an exrectancy and a powerful under-
current not only in us today, but tirough the ages
in all conditions, This includes the life of the Church,
in all its parts ard with all its structures, theological,
philesophical, ecclesiastical, and whatever, good and
bud. This expectancy is what gave men the inspira-
tion and will to build great Cathedrals, to ¢reate the
glory of great music and splendid art. Their soul
sireiched out and found response,

Few honest people today, divorced though they
be rom Chureh and religion, con’entedly call them-
selves atheis’s or unbelicvers.

Sccondly, there is the pillar of histericity —the
history of Faith found in the Scriptures, the history
of the Christian Fzith through the ages, iis work and
worih —there for any honest, sincere person to sec.
There is the historicity of Jesus Christ, his life and
teaching and death and resurrection, his impact on
men and the ages,

Thirdly, there is the pillar of deep recurrent
religious experience. Granted thar much so-called
religicus feeling is pure sent'mentality and phoney-
ness— vet can we really accept that this strongest
thread in human experience through the ages has
nothing io it at all? If that were so, we are all of
men most miserable.

[Dom Sebastian Moore. at a recenl conference
on “Change in focus” said “The guiding principle . . .
is that the Church must convince: that the Church’s
hold on people is through laying hold of their
imaginatioas, their hearts, their desire for a fuller
life rather than through the exercise of a legal right.”

Have we the least doubt, that as we enter this
new age, the faith of Christians based on the aware-
ness of spirituality in men and in the world; the
historicily of faith: the continuing fact of human
religious experience wilf continue?

At this Christmas time we may come and wor-
ship with a new and deeper insight and exoerience —
accepling the forms of relision and church worship
as helps to behold the most vrecicus truth of life:
“The Word of God was made flesh and we beheld
his glory, the Glory of God"—Come and Worship.

CONFIRMATION

The following candidates are now attending
Confirmation classes and arc desirous of your prayer-
ful remembrance.

Simon James Andrews, la Sandringham Road.
Ainsdale: David Wi'lliam Andrews, la Sandringham
Road. Ainsdale: Robin Edward Andrews, I1a Sand-
ringham Road, Ainsdale; Keith Banks, ‘Burlea’, New
Cut Lane Halsall; Philip Edward Banks, 56 Gregory
Lane, Halsall, Maurice Core, 19 Carr Moss Lane.
Halsall:  Derek  Culshaw, 86 Carr Moss Lane,
Halsall: Tan Goldstraw, 105 New Street, Halsall:



ORMSKIRK MOTORS LTD.
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Ad.

Established 1849
High Class Grocers

Italian Warehousemen

Wholesale Wine and Spirit
Merchants

CHURCH STREET
ORMSKIRK

Telephone Ormskirk 72291 /2

FARM IMPLEMENTS & MACHINERY

Consult us for your requirements

C. M. HESFORD & CO. LTD.

ORMSKIRK. Telephone: 2564

JOHN RIMMER

NEW STREET, HALSALL.

Wheelwright
Undertaker

Funerals completely furnished and personally conducted.
Cremations arranged.
Telephone: Halsall 287,

Joiner

PETER DRAPER

12, Burscough Street. Ormskirk
PRINTER AND STATIONER

Parker Pcns, Sheaffer Pens

Account Books, Note Paper, etc.




Exclusive in Ormskirk to Abletts . . .

GUARANTEED
WATERPROOF

SHOES

Cure rising damp with K Aqua Skips from
Abletts of Ormskirk. Ask for SCULLER. In
Kayproofed suede. Made in average or wider
fittings.

Wm. ABLETT I.TD. i s

4, MOOR STREET, ORMSKIRK. Telephone 2424.

Printed by the “Ormskirk Advertiser”, Church Street, Ormskirk.




