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A HUGE THANK YOU.   

Working together we can do amazing things. 
With your ongoing support for ST. CUTHBERT’S HALSALL we have 

reached £36k of the £40k we need to create disabled access to the 
church and graveyard. THANK YOU. 

  
We need one last big push to raise the final amount  

so the work can begin 
We have now secured planning permission from the council and have 
accepted a tender for the work so we are close to setting a start date 
for the disabled access.  If you can help us get to our target of £40k 

please do.  Every penny really does count. 
 
 
 

In addition to supporting those events please consider giving  
either a one-off donation or a regular gift to St Cuthbert’s via 

 
as all the money goes directly to us and we can claim gift aid on it if 

you are a UK taxpayer. This QR code will take you directly to our page. 
 

 
 

FRIENDS OF ST CUTHBERT’S 
You can also support St Cuthbert’s by becoming “a friend”.   

All the funds raised through this scheme are directed to the        
maintenance and repair of the church building and grounds.  

There is a minimum donation of £20 per year to join, but you can then 
choose how much and how regularly you donate. 

For further information please contact info@halsallstcuthbert.co.uk 

mailto:info@halsallstcuthbert.co.uk


3 

 
THE CHURCH OF ST CUTHBERT, HALSALL  

   
Rector   The Rev Susan Salt                    07730 197656 
Curate   The Rev Glen Gardner  0151 287 1686 
Reader   David Walker   0151 520 2496 
Church Wardens                    Carol Ward   07522 206664 
   Pamela Carr   01695 423817 
Verger   Sarah Mitchell   01704 889237 
       07808 064996 
P.C.C. Secretary  Mike Stephenson   07749 676868 
P.C.C. Treasurer  Colin Throp   01704 841281 
Organist   Glenn Howard   01704  840485 

 
PARISH COUNCILLORS 

  
Chair   Mary Lyons   01704 840607  
Vice Chair   Noel McCarthy-Thomason  07485 151395  
Councillors  Raymond Brookfield  07771 798167 
   Lesley Stephenson   07813 563239 
   David Adams    07795 083885  
   Keith Wright   07507 209674 
   Beth Roberts   07961 697064  
                                   Tim Atlay                      07721 867605 
   Paul Barker   07768 797466 
   Elizabeth Wright                      07817 056145  
Parish Clerk  Cathy Smith   07935 657880   
Borough Councillor  Marilyn Westley          Cllr.MWestley@westlancs.gov.uk  
       07738 680752 
   Alexander Blundell       Cllr.Blundell@westlancs.gov.uk  
   Jane Marshall            Cllr.Marshall@westlancs.gov.uk 
County Councillor     Leon Graham   07856 930907 

April 2026 MAGAZINE 
 

Closing date for Articles and Adverts :  
13th March 2026 

 
Contributions by Email to halsallnews@gmail.com 

 
All details in the magazine are correct to the best of our knowledge at the time of 

going to press. 

mailto:Cllr.MWestley@westlancs.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.Blundell@westlancs.gov.uk
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LUNCHTIME CLUB 
St Aidan’s Hall, Shirdley Hill 

11th march 2026 
25th March 2026 
8th April 2026 

22nd April 2026 
 

From 12 pm 
Hot meal and chatter         

All are welcome 
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Road Issues in Halsall 

The Parish Council has been asked to support residents who are         
concerned about vehicles speeding along many of the small rural roads 
in our area. People are particularly concerned about speeding at the 60 
to 30 mph transitions, along Renacres Lane, Halsall Road and New Cut 
Lane. Concerned residents have also asked about the possibility of     
extending railings by the school close to Bishops walk, for the safety of 
children and parents/carers. 

Since these are issues that come under the remit of Lancashire County 
Council (LCC), we brought them to the attention of LCC Cllr Leon        
Graham. Leon has advised he will do all he can, but that the Police and 
LCC rarely reduce speed limits unless there have been a lot of serious 
road accidents on that area of the road. We will continue to monitor the 
issue and lobby for appropriate action. 

Potholes have become a greater problem than ever after the cold and 
wet weather throughout January and February. Residents are             
encouraged to report any potholes or other highway problems to        
Lancashire County Council through the ‘Love Clean Street’ app which is 
free to download and use. Let us know if you need help to download or 
use this app. 

You need to search for Love Clean Streets on the App store or Google 
Play Store on your mobile phone or tablet. 

Set Lancashire County Council as your home authority. 

You are advised to take a photo of the problem if possible and attach 
this. You are able to pinpoint exactly where the problem is on the map. 
You can use this app to let Lancashire Council know about a wide range 
of issues such as streetlights that have gone out, dangerous            
overhanging tree branches, road signs that are missing or damaged, 
flooding and drainage problems as well as potholes. 

Councillor L. Graham confirmed that Lancashire County Council will be 
painting all road lines at the junction of Summerwood Lane and Halsall 
Road in the near future. 

Our Parish Clerk will be going to police surgery in February and will      
report back on the various traffic matters raised and discussed, as well 
as any action that is being taken. 

Halsall Parish Council 
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The Rector Writes 
 
As I sat and listened to the young care worker I was struck by her compassion and 
concern that, in her exhaustion, she was not only letting down the people she was 
being asked to care for, but also her colleagues. She  described the daily challenge of 
trying to do her best in the face of staff shortages and her own growing fatigue.  She 
had been working extra shifts to cover colleagues who had been ill and others off 
with stress.  She apologised as her frustration spilled over into tears. “I am no hero,” 
she said. 
 
The current narrative around many illnesses such as cancer is framed around the 
metaphor of battle. Those involved as patients or carers, nurses and doctors, are 
called “heroes”. If they have sufficient resources and courage, they will defeat the 
unseen enemy. That narrative portrays those working in health and social care as    
invincible saviours – who, even though stretched to the limit, will ultimately triumph. 
It implies that with enough research and pooling of knowledge we will defeat cancer 
or heart disease or dementia or any other illness, and regain a sense of certainty 
about the world and our place in it. 
        
The reality of course is different. There are no winners or losers. Perhaps a more    
realistic metaphor around illness and old age is one of “exilic journey”. In the Bible 
we read the story of the Exodus of the Israelites escaping from slavery in Egypt.  It is 
the story of a diverse community journeying together through the desert wilderness, 
uncertain about when or where their journey will end - a journey surrounded by fear 
and uncertainty. They were called to trust in God’s promise to bring them safely into 
the promised land, even though they had no idea how and when that might be.  There 
are many echoes of that story in the 40 days and 40 nights Jesus spent in the           
wilderness that the Church remembers during the season of Lent, continuing through 
March this year. 
 
As I sat in silence, hearing the distress of the young carer, we held that moment      
together and found a way to journey on, not as heroes, but as two people striving to 
do their best in a challenging and uncertain world. It is so important to create safe 
spaces where we can listen to each other’s stories without judgement, and in doing so 
enable us to be our unique selves.  For life is not a battle and we are not heroes,    
rather life is a journey to be treasured and embraced, with all its twists and turns.  
                                            

Every blessing, Susan 
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Regular services every Sunday: 

 

           Service in the United Benefice for  

          March 2026 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Regular midweek services: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Special services this month: 
 
Sunday 8th March – Celebrating families and superheroes 
9.30am St Cuthbert’s School celebration of families 

11.00am  St Thomas’ Church Parade with St Thomas’ School and uniformed 
  organisations. 
 

Sunday 15th March – Mothering Sunday 
Usual Sunday services in both churches 
 

Sunday 29th March – Palm Sunday 
See information about Holy Week and Easter 

St Cuthbert’s 
9.30am.  Holy Communion  
(1st & 3rd Sundays, Book of Common Pray-
er) 
 
In term time alongside the main service:  
1st Sunday, Church Without Walls  
3rd Sunday, Messy Church 

St. Thomas’ 
8.00am.  Said Holy Communion  
(Book of Common Prayer) 
 
11.00am Parish Eucharist with hymns 
 
In term time: 
2nd Sun, Parade Service with Scouts & Guides 
4th Sunday, All-age service 

Wednesdays   11am St Thomas’ Said Holy Communion 
Thursdays  9.15 am St Cuthbert’s, Said Morning Prayer 
  1.30 pm St Cuthbert’s, Said Holy Communion with prayers for healing 
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Parish Council Website : 
halsallparish.gov.uk 

 
HALSALL PARISH COUNCIL  

MEET 2ND WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH 
Next meeting  

7.30pm  
11th March 2026 at Memorial Hall 

 

Every Tuesday 7.30-9.00pm in the Millennium Centre, with refreshments 
 

 
24th February: What is inclusion and what does the parable of the Prodigal 
Son tell us about it? 
 
3rd March: What does inclusion look like as a member of the Tsedaqah       
Community? 
 
10th March: What does inclusion look like from a primary school perspective? 
 
17th March: What does inclusion look like when we read 1 Corinthians 12? 
 
24th March: What does inclusion look like when working with refugees? 

 
All are welcome to come along.Let us pray and explore together what 
it means to strive to be generous and hospitable and strive to offer a 

radical welcome to all. 
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SANCTUARY LIGHTS 

MARCH 
1st Christine Grimshaw 
2nd Mildred Patience Looker 
3rd Maurice Simpkin 
4th Dave Sephton 
5th Christopher James Prentice 
6th Mary Kenyon 
7th Tony Gaskell 
8th Leonard Blundell 
8th Thomas Porter 
10th Jean Ann Haslam 
16th Wilfred Henry Gill 
17th John James Knowles 
18th Tom Thompson 
19th Edward Banks 
19th William Charles Bond 
20th Mary Ann Blundell 
20th Michelle Jeannie Williams 
22nd Derrick Ainscough 
24th Dorothy Eva Ann Sarah Pritchard 
24th Leslie Abbott 
24th Barbara Mary Ball 
24th Shirley Orme 
25th Daisy Gibbons 
27th Joyce Elizabeth Mawdsley 
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Warm Spaces Sefton and St Thomas’ Church 

Luncheon Club.  
Every Wednesday afternoon 12.30-2.30pm (approx.) 

Back at St Thomas’ Millennium Centre, Church Lane, L31 4HL 
All welcome for a simple meal, conversation and laughter. 

 
 

Access to St Cuthbert’s Church 
 

If you require the ramps to be put over the steps in order to gain access to 
church services or to visit the graveyard, please ring to arrange a mutually 

agreeable time. 
 

Carol Ward 07522 206664 

MAN WITH VAN 
 

REMOVALS & SINGLE ITEMS COLLECTED AND DELIVERED. 

 

SHED & GARAGE CLEARANCE. 

 

HONEST & RELIABLE, LOCAL.  

 

ANYTIME, WEEKENDS, EVENINGS. 

 

CONTACT MICK  07807 789072 



12 

 



13 

 

 
Holy Week and Easter 2026 

 

Sunday 29th March Palm Sunday 
8.00am St Thomas’ BCP Communion & distribution of palm cross-
es 
9.30am St Cuthbert’s CW Eucharist & distribution of palm crosses 
11.00am  St Thomas’ CW Eucharist & distribution of palm crosses 
 

Holy Week 
7.00pm St Thomas’  Mon 30th March, Tues 31st March, Weds 1st April 

Said Eucharist with reflections on prayer, scripture and service 
  

11.00am St Thomas’ Wednesday 31st March  
Said CW holy Communion followed by a simple lunch in Millenium Cen-
tre 
     

Maundy Thursday 2nd April 
9.15am St Cuthbert’s said Morning Prayer 
1.30pm St Cuthbert’s said CW Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday 
7.30pm St Thomas Holy Communion and vigil to 10pm 
 

Good Friday 3rd April 
11am Stations of the cross with Our Lady’s Catholic Church, Lydiate 
2pm St Cuthbert’s Vigil around the cross 
 

Easter Eve, Saturday 4th April 
7.30pm St Cuthbert’s Easter Eve vigil and renewal of baptismal vows 
 
 

 
Easter Day Sunday 5th  April 

8.00am St Thomas’ BCP Holy Communion 
9.30am St Cuthbert’s CW Eucharist for easter with Easter egg hunt 
11am St Thomas CW Eucharist  for Easter with Easter egg hunt 
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ST AIDAN’S HALL 

Hourly rates are as follows 
One-Off Users £20 per hour, Regular Users £15 per hour  

Kitchen, amplifier & speakers, projector & screen, ample parking 
Cathy Smith  07935 657880 

 HalsallTrust@gmail.com 

 
MEMORIAL HALL and PLAYING FIELD  

        Available for bookings; days, evenings, Saturdays after 7pm & 
Sundays 

Changing Rooms, Showers, Toilets, Kitchen, Main Hall with Dance 
Mirrors. Tables and Chairs for 60+ guests. 

  £20 per hour, £15 per hour for regular users 
Catering service available from Bakehouse Café next door  

Folding Tables and Folding Chairs available to hire  
Cathy Smith  07935 657880 

 HalsallTrust@gmail.com 

 
HALSALL ST CUTHBERT’S CE PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL 

 Tuesday Evenings from 6pm or Saturday. 
Contact Miss Hampson at School Tel : 01704  840253 

HALSALL PARISH CENTRE 
 The Parish Centre is available for private lettings 

Please contact Miss Hampson at school 
For details of charges and availability     

   Tel : 01704  840253 

 
SHIRDLEY HILL ACTIVITY CENTRE 

Renacres Lane, Shirdley Hill L39 8SG 
Hourly Rate £20.00 

Kitchen, projector & screen, ample parking, outside area 
Please contact Angela Harding for availability 

Tel : 07944 441850 
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CLUB/GROUP MEETINGS CONTACT 

1st Halsall Scout Group 
Boys & Girls age 4-14 

Halsall School Hall 
Boys & Girls age 4-14 

Sue  07792 479205 
Jane   07887 685219 

Halsall Village Proud  
& Tidy group 

Various working parties 
around the village  

Eleanor Wroe  01704 
841216 

Enid Banks  01704 567654 

Saracen’s Head Crown 
Green 

Bowling Club 

Various 
Contact Lynda for details 

 
Lynda Hodge   
07435 971762 

Ormskirk & District 
Lions  Club 

Charity supporting local 
causes 

Looking for  new members 

Sylvia Corfield 
01704 840705 

Yoga St Cuthbert’s School 
Wednesday from 7.30pm 

James McLoughlin 
07852 192440 

FROGS 
Friends of  Shirdley Hill 

Village green 

 
9.30am Tuesday & Friday 

 
01704 840607 

Jigsaw Library 
Free to join & borrow 

 

We ask for a donation of a 
jigsaw then you can borrow 

as often as you like 

Sue Charnock 
Facebook Page 

Halsall Bees & Butterflies        
Brigade 

Meets once a month 
See article for details 

Clare Edwards 
cedwards1144@gmail.com 

Halsall Badminton club Halsall School 
Thursday 7.30pm 

Jim   01704 840908 
Margaret   01704 840305 

Yoga St Aidan’s Hall 
Mondays from 6pm 

 
Angela    07513 802976 

Pilates 
 
 
 
 

Haskayne Village Hall 
Tuesday 9.30 - 10.30am 
Tuesday 6.30 - 7.30pm 

Thursday 9.30 - 10.30am 
 
 

 
Andrea Kerfoot 
07540 053002 

a.davies11@sky.com 
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The Phantom Carriage of Birkdale Cop 

 
During our day to day lives, many of us will drive along the Birkdale Cop which       
connects us to Birkdale itself, Ainsdale and Kew. The road has that rural, peaceful feel 
about it, being surrounded by farmland and wildlife. Prior to living in Halsall, it was one 
of my preferred routes to take when visiting family from my previous home address in 
Orrell, Wigan to Kew Road in Birkdale. I recall one  autumn evening in which I was   
traversing the Birkdale Cop after sunset and spotted a large Barn Owl on a wooden 
fence post, just watching my Mini Cooper pass by. Despite the location now being 
more populated than ever with the construction of an entirely new neighbourhood, it 
has somewhat maintained its open space aesthetic.  
 
It may come as a surprise to the reader, that many sites of paranormal encounters in 

Britain take place on our historic roads. Through my research, I have uncovered that 

the Birkdale Cop is no exception. It's on the doorstep of Halsall, viewable from bay 

windows of Heathey Lane, yet many residents are unaware of its ghostly legend  or 

should I say legends, if you include phantom animals too! During the late 20th century, 

tales began to circulate around Halsall and Southport of the    supernatural nature. A 

road the locals were all too familiar with, being the site of something  rather            

unbelievable. So much so, some travellers refused to take the Birkdale Cop after dark  

alleging that the pitch-black isolated roads, were haunted.  

 

The first documented encounter originates with a shoe-repairer of Birkdale in 1933, by 

the name of Mr Hanson. The gentleman was walking the long stretch of road (merely a 

track of rocks and dirt back then) to his elderly mother’s cottage in Scarisbrick, one 

Spring night. The air felt unnaturally cold and eerily quiet that evening, the            

shoe-repairer later recalled. Around 20 or so minutes into the journey, his jovial     

whistling was cut short by the distinct sound of clattering hooves and carriage wheels 

rumbling from over the hill ahead. This was still a common means of transportation in 

1930's Halsall, so the noises were not too alarming at least, initially. As the wooden 

vehicle approached the peak of the hill, it became visible in the silver moonlight. Two 

large, black horses pulled along a funeral carriage, again black in colour. The driver, 

clad in a smart coat and top hat guided the reins with an assertive thrash. The very 

sight unsettled Mr Hanson deeply, whom was completely alone and in darkness, on this 

long stretch of road. It was far too late in the day for a funeral, perhaps the carriage 

was transporting a body to Duke Street Cemetery for a private committal? 

 

He pondered, albeit briefly. However, as the carriage trundled closer at greater speed 

from the decline of the hill, Mr Hanson's heart nearly stopped in his chest with fright. 

The driver of the carriage, perched on the top was not a living man at all. A skull 

grinned under the top hat, alongside skeletal hands that clutched the horses' reins. 

Before the astonished shoe-repairer could utter a gasp, the carriage vanished within 

the blink of an eye, into the night air. The story was shared amongst the immediate        

communities of the time, with other locals then corroborating Mr Hanson's accounts 

with their own eye-witness testimonies.   
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The phantom carriage of Birkdale Cop was last reported in 1987, by a family         
travelling to Southport in their car. The ghostly vessel did not come close enough for 
them to see the driver (fortunately!) but they did witness it disappear into a field. 
That's not to say the carriage does not still visit the stretch of road during spring 
nights, perhaps witnesses do not speak of their encounters in fear of ridicule, in our 
modern world. Whatever the truth of this tale, it brings to life a seemingly mundane 
country road into the realm of folklore. No longer do I drive the Birkdale Cop after 
dark, yawning after a long day of work, awaiting a brew by the fireside. My mind is 
wandering, debating where Mr Hanson's tale  originated fact or mere folklore?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you enjoyed this local ghost story, please do follow my social media channels for 
more. I create content under 'The Jack O' Lantern' on TikTok, Instagram and           
Facebook.  
 

Until next month, stay spooky!  

Ray Turner 
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HALSALL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Halsall Parish Council meets on the second Wednesday of each month.  
The next meeting is 7.30pm on 11th March at the Memorial Hall, Halsall. 

 
Events and news 
These are posted on Halsall Village Community Forum and the Shirdley Hill 
Community Association Facebook pages. 
Warm space 
St Aidan’s hall in Shirdley Hill is a designated warm space. Lunch is served    
every two weeks on a Wednesday for member of the community. Lunch-time 
club this month will be 12:00 noon on 11th and 25th March. 
St Aidan’s Hall 
The Hall is currently being decorated by volunteers. We would like to thank all 
those involved and are looking forward to the renovated space. 
Grants approved 
A grant of £500.00 was awarded to the Bees & Butterflies group to purchase 
trees to be planted along the edge of the Memorial Hall playing field. The exact 
location will be decided based on drainage and other considerations. Planting is 
targeted for 22 March. Appreciation was recorded for all the amazing           
work undertaken by the Bees & Butterflies volunteers.  
 
Any voluntary organisations looking for a grant for 2025/26 should contact the 
clerk@halsallparish.gov.uk 
 
Woodland opposite the Memorial Hall 
A working group is currently attempting to complete the constitution and         
establishment of a new charity that will take responsibility for the ruins of the 
old rectory and woodland opposite the Memorial Hall. This land was sold to the 
Moores family by the Church Commissioners and has now been offered to the 
community through the Parish Council. 

The area is fenced off, and no work has yet been undertaken on the land. The 
area is very overgrown, but following a couple of site visits we are developing 
plans. We know that many local people are interested in the project, and we 
hope to secure the support of local companies as well as volunteers to help 
clear some of the overgrowth and create a useable woodland area for the    
community. Much has yet to be decided, and various permissions obtained but 
a lot of paperwork has already been undertaken and once the land has been 
officially handed over, we can put out a call for volunteers and start work in the 
area. 

We will bring you more information about progress on the project over the next 
few months and plan to prepare an exhibition for the summer fair that will    
detail the plans, including access and safety issues as well as various timelines. 

Ongoing road issues in Halsall 
Please see page 5 for an update from the Parish Council 

Mary Lyons - Chair and Cathy Smith - Parish Clerk 
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Halsall War Memorial PlayingField and Hall Trust 

Echoes of Halsall Calendar 
The 2026 Echoes of Halsall Calendar sold well over the Christmas period, but 
there are a few copies left, so if you didn’t get one in your Christmas stocking, 
and would still like one, please contact halsallnews@gmail.com or see if 
there are any left at the Village Bakehouse. The Calendars cost £10.00 each 
and contain beautiful photographs taken by local people to celebrate our    
wonderful village. All money raised goes towards supporting the Halsall War 
Memorial and Playing Field Trust charity. 
Events 
The following are being planned for this year. Not all times and dates have 
been decided, and more events are likely to be organised, but all will be        
advertised well in advance.  
· Children’s Easter party – 9th April 
· Bingo night 
· Summer Fete – 2nd August 
· Children’s Halloween party 
· Children’s Christmas party 
· Christmas lights switch on 

Mary Lyons - Chair and Cathy Smith - Parish Clerk 

Planning 
Planning applications are published for information only. Applications are       
typically only open for 21 days from publication by West Lancashire Borough 
Council (WLBC). Residents can view and comment on planning applications at  

https://pa.westlancs.gov.uk/online-applications/search.doaction=simple&searchType=Application 

Planning applications 
2026/0055/FUL The erection of a new outbuilding to the rear of the existing 
property. The Willow House 1 Halsall Farm Grove Halsall Ormskirk Lancashire  

2024/0547/FUL relating to Hedge & Tree Planting, Environmental Management 
Plan and bird boxes. Mill Brow Farm 98 New Street Halsall Lancashire L39 8RS 

Certificate of Lawfulness - Use of glasshouses, yard and buildings for B8 use to 
the rear of 19 Summerwood Lane Halsall Lancashire Ref. No: 2026/0058/LDC  

2025/0937/PNP Application for determination as to whether prior approval is 
required.  Ambrose Farm Carr Moss Lane Halsall Ormskirk Lancashire L39 8RY 

Planning decisions 
2025/1005/FUL Decision: Planning permission granted. Proposal: Introduction 
of new Part M compliant disabled access ramp to replace existing access steps 
and path Location: St Cuthberts Church, Halsall Road, Halsall, Ormskirk,       
Lancashire, L39 8RG 
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• All types of plumbing and 

heating work undertaken. 

• Bathroom specialist 

• No job too small 

• Free estimates 

• Gas safe registered 

Contact Michael on: 
01704 841136 
07854 914102 

mtwignall@clara.co.uk 

 
JAMES WIGNALL LIMITED 

 
CONSTRUCTION 

 
 
 

5 Dicconsons Lane Halsall L39 7HR 
 

e-mail jwignall@clara.co.uk   
www.james-wignall.co.uk  

 
 
 

All types of work undertaken 
 

Refurbishments  ·  Alterations  ·  Joinery  ·  Interiors 

 
Contact   

James  07974 390752    Office  07929 588513 

mailto:jewignall@clara.co.uk
http://www.james-wignall.co.uk/
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
    

 Gas Emergencies    0800 111 999 
 Electricity NW    105 or 0800 195 4141  
 United Utilities (water / flooding)  0345 672 3723 
 Flooding - Highway   0300 123 6780 
 Police Contact (non urgent)  101  OR  01695 566058 
 Local Police Officers or PCSO’s               01695 566444 
 Street Lighting Fault Reporting Line  0300 123 6780 
 Fire Safety Helpline   0800 169 1125  
 

POLICE CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant, 4110 Billy Matthews e-mail    
Billy.Matthews@lancashire.police.uk 

or alternatively Neil Cronshaw who is the Community Beat Officer  
for Halsall at 7176@lancashire.police.uk  

 
Residents should phone 999 in an emergency  

and 101 to report a crime and obtain a crime incident number.  
Local contacts are for local issues and consultations only. 

 
We are local, experienced doctors offering private GP consultations in a clinical setting, 
or in a patients home if required, allowing you the time and space to discuss any health 
needs or concerns you may be experiencing. When necessary we can refer to either the 
private or NHS sectors for specialist care depending on your preference. The benefits of 
using our services are flexibility, short waiting times and longer consultations. We have 
full access to blood tests, imaging (x-rays, scans etc) and Pathology. 

 
Additional services available are: HGV/taxi medicals, minor      
surgery, vasectomy (minimally invasive technique), steroid joint 
injections, weight management, menopause  management,    
sexually transmitted infection screening, well person checks and 
aesthetics 
 

 

To book an appointment call 01704 773229, or visit www.randbclinical.com/book  
www.randclinical.com / randbclinical@gmail.com /         

Facebook : randbclinical 

mailto:1081@lancashire.pnn.police.uk
http://www.randbclinical.com/book
http://www.randclinical.com
mailto:randbclinical@gmail.com
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LANCASHIRE 

UPHOLSTERY LTD 
  

SPECIALIST IN UPHOLSTERY 
FOR OVER  

HALF A CENTURY 
  

Work done by our own 
tradesmen  

  

Ring for a free estimate  
  

Ring on  
01704 535820  

or  07889 451226  
  

NOW IN HALSALL 
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The Bees and Butterflies Brigade 

Trees are amazing organisms aren’t they? They reach strong branches way above 
our heads, anchor the soil beneath our feet, provide us with cooling shade and clean 
the air we breathe. They are beginning to give up other secrets, too. Did you know 
that trees communicate with each other through the release of chemical                
compounds into the air? Scientists now know that when we walk under groups of 
trees that we consider beautiful, the chemicals affect our circulatory system and our 
sub-conscious so that our blood pressure lowers. A woodland walk, therefore, 
makes us feel relaxed and refreshed. Trees, it seems, are good for us. 

They also bring many other creatures near to us so that we can enjoy them. Many of 
our native trees host a whole world of other seen and unseen organisms, from the 
tiny threads of fungi amongst their roots, to beetles hiding in rugged bark, caterpil-
lars curled in leaves and songbirds feeding and nesting in their canopies. According 
to the charity “The Woodland Trust”, a mature English Oak tree (Quercus robur), the 
titan of trees, can support up to 2,300 different species, 326 of which depend on oak 
for survival. Even as a sapling the oak gets to work providing food and homes for 
wildlife and because oaks can live to over 1000 years old, they can support wildlife 
for centuries. We are lucky to have oak trees in St Cuthbert’s churchyard and in 
other small woods around Halsall. See if you can spot our newly planted oak        
saplings on the canal-side near Hill Bridge – they are small now but will be wildlife 
power-houses in the future if we respect and care for them. 

Every tree we plant helps to make a better world for people and nature, so I’m       
delighted to tell you that the Parish Council has approved the planting of five native 
trees on the most northerly boundary of the Memorial Playing Field. Three of these 
trees will be a variety of Hawthorn (Crataegus laevigata) called “Paul’s Scarlet” 
whose blooms are a stunning deep pink; the other two trees will be Rowan trees 
(Sorbus aucuparia). Both hawthorn and rowan bear nectar-rich flowers loved by 
bees and produce berries that are quickly eaten by birds such as blackbirds, song 
thrushes and fieldfares. Both are tough, small trees that will support an impressive 
number of wildlife species as they mature. 

If you fancy helping to plant a tree for the future, join us on The Memorial Playing 
Field on Sunday 22nd March at 2pm. I’ll be showing you all how to  prepare the 
planting holes and how to plant, stake and mulch the trees. Dress for the weather, 
wear gardening gloves and a bring a spade if you want to get stuck in! I’ll see you 
there.  

Clare Edwards (cedwards1144@gmail.com) 
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01704 840480 
07832 291080 
 

SIMON BOUNDS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
 

SIMON BOUNDS 
GARDENER 

We cover Merseyside and West Lancashire 

Private and Commercial 

All Year Round  

FREE ESTIMATES 

 

Surgery at Massam’s Supplies, Halsall is 
Suspended until further notice. 
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Halsall History Group presents 

“A Murder on the Leeds Liverpool Canal ?” 

 

A presentation by Dot Hawkes from Ormskirk Heritage Hub 
 

on the 1832 Death of Elizabeth Trelfall  
 

Friday 17th April 2026 7:30pm  
 

Halsall Memorial Hall, Recreation Ground, Halsall Road. 
Free Admission (Donations to the Group) 

 

Please join us for Halsall’s GB Spring Clean on 
Saturday 21

st
 March at 10am 

Meeting at The Memorial Playing Field 
Please wear gloves.  Hi-viz vests, bin bags and litter pickers will be provided. 

Together we can make a real difference! 
Conor and Clare Edwards  
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